Campus Visit Dos and Don’ts

DO’S

1. Do come to campus dressed appropriately. No need to wear your prom dress or a tux,
but put some effort into your appearance. Looking nice will help you feel more
confident, too.

2. Do research before you visit each school. Know a little about what that school’s
known for. Admissions people don’t expect you to be an expert—that’s why you.’re
visiting—but it always makes a good impression if you know what that particular
school has to offer.

3. Do come prepared with a written list of questions. An interview, tour or info session
will be much more of a valuable experience for you if you’re well prepared.

4. Do be sure to know why it is you’re looking at that school and how it differs in your
mind from similar institutions. For example, Hamilton and St. Lawrence might be
similar on paper, but have lots of differences, too. Know why it is that you're
interested in St. Layrence in particular and make sure you’re able to articulate why
that school is a good match.

5. Do be sure to call if you're going to be late or if you have to cancel a visit.

6. When you call to make the visit appointment, ask if you have the opportunity to have
an interview, tour the campus or meet with a professor or coach and do as many cf
those things as you can. You may not be back on that campus again before you
apply, so it’s important that you’'re able to get as much out of the visit as you can.

7. Do be confident—describe what you, in particular, would bring to that school if
admitted. Just like you want to find out what distinguishes one college from anotier,
the admissions staff will want to know what sets you apart from other applicants.

8. DO VISIT! Campus visits are a great opportunity for both you and the college
or university to get to know one another better.

DON’TS

1. Don’t be rude to your parents or siblings during any portion of the visit, even if they
ask a lot of questions or embarrass you. You’d be surprised how many times
interviewers and tour guides note kids being rude to their families.

2. Don’t answer interview questions with “yes” or “no.” Try to put a little thought into
the question before you answer and give some detail with your answer.

3. Don'’t chew gum, eat or drink during the interview! It’s really hard to understand
what someone is saying when they’re smacking on a wad of Juicy Fruit!

4. Don’t forget to watch the interactions of people on campus—do the students look
happy? Who sits with whom in the cafeteria? Are students and professors
interacting?

5. Don’t be too nervous—admissions people are human and they’re looking forward to

having a good conversation with you. Be confident and take advantage of the
opportunity to tell them why you’d be a great person to have on their campus!
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